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SB 138 (McGuire): Count Me In for School Meals 

 

Problem: Poverty and hunger impact millions of California children,  
which hurts their ability to learn, grow and succeed. 

 

 
 

● California has the highest child poverty rate in the nation, by 
the Supplemental Poverty Measure. Almost one in four 
California children may go to bed hungry each night. 

● Disadvantaged students need resources that support their 
health and learning, including school meals. 

● 62% of low-income students miss out on the benefits of 
school breakfast, while 30% miss out on school lunch. 

● Schools need better ways to identify low-income students 
and ensure that school meals reach students in need. 

Solution: With just two actions, almost 2000 schools can become hunger free  
 

 

● First, SB 138 would make sure that the Department of 
Education and school districts identify students eligible for 
free school meals with Medi-Cal income data. California has 
successfully tested this in 14 districts- it should be 
statewide. 

● Next, SB 138 calls on very-high poverty schools to serve 
school meals free of charge to all students, using federal 
options that allow schools to receive the highest possible 
reimbursement funding. Universally free school meals help 
students, families and schools.   

SB 138 will … 
  

● Enroll more than 600,000 kids into school meal programs 
statewide- without the need for a paper application. 

● Provide a path to hunger-free schools, where students are 
better prepared to learn. 

● Ensure that schools receive the highest level of federal 
funding possible to support access to school meals 

 
For more information on this bill contact: 

Elyse Homel Vitale 
California Food Policy Advocates 
elyse@cfpa.net or 510.433.1122 
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